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REFRIGERATOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2010-0067310, filed on Jul. 13, 2010 in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND
1. Field
Embodiments relate to a cold air supply structure of a
refrigerator.

2. Description of the Related Art

Generally, a refrigerator is a device to keep food fresh at a
low temperature by supplying low-temperature cold air to a
storage compartment in which food is stored. The refrigerator
includes a freezing compartment in which food is kept at a
freezing temperature or less and a refrigerating compartment
in which food is kept at a temperature slightly above freezing.

In recent years, a refrigerator, an upper region of which
defines a refrigerating compartment and a lower region of
which defines a freezing compartment for convenience, has
been developed. In addition, a refrigerator, in which a refrig-
erating compartment contains an ice-making chamber as well
as a plurality of storage spaces, has been developed.

The plurality of storage compartments and the ice-making
chamber are subjected to temperature adjustment using cold
air generated from an evaporator and thus, a variety of cold air
flow structures have been developed to realize effective cool-
ing using the cold air.

When the cold air generated from the evaporator is intro-
duced into the storage compartment, the quantity of cold air
has generally been adjusted using a damper or fan according
to a preset temperature of the storage compartment.

SUMMARY

Therefore, it is an aspect to provide a refrigerator having a
detachable cold air supply device to supply cold air into a
storage compartment.

Additional aspects will be set forth in part in the description
which follows and, in part, will be apparent from the descrip-
tion, or may be learned by practice of the invention.

In accordance with one aspect, a refrigerator includes a
body having a storage compartment, an insulating partition
separably coupled to the storage compartment to divide the
storage compartment into an upper first storage compartment
and a lower second storage compartment, the insulating par-
tition having a cold air discharge hole communicating with
the second storage compartment, an opening perforated in a
position of a rear wall of the storage compartment for passage
of cold air, and a cold air supply device provided in the
insulating partition to supply the cold air, having passed
through the opening, into the second storage compartment
through the cold air discharge hole.

The cold air supply device may include a case having an
inlet perforated in one side thereof to communicate with the
opening and an outlet perforated in the other side thereof to
communicate with the cold air discharge hole, and a path
defined in the case to communicate with the inlet and the
outlet.

The insulating partition may include a receptacle to receive
the case, and the case may be separably coupled to the recep-
tacle.
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The receptacle may be indented from a surface of the
insulating partition to have an open upper side, and the cold
air discharge hole may be provided at a position of the recep-
tacle.

A damper unit may be provided in the case to adjust the
flow rate of cold air introduced through the inlet.

A heat wire may be arranged around the inlet.

The refrigerator may further include a cover member to
cover the open upper side of the receptacle.

An inner wall of the storage compartment may be provided
with a coupling structure for coupling of the insulating par-
tition.

The coupling structure may include a guide groove
indented in the inner wall of the storage compartment, and a
sealing member may be provided between the guide groove
and the insulating partition.

In accordance with another aspect, a refrigerator includes a
body having an upper storage compartment and a lower stor-
age compartment divided from each other by a first insulating
partition, a second insulating partition separably coupled to
the upper storage compartment to divide the upper storage
compartment into an upper first storage compartment and a
lower second storage compartment, the second insulating
partition having a cold air discharge hole perforated in a
position thereof, an evaporator provided at the rear side of the
lower storage compartment to supply cold air into the lower
storage compartment, an opening perforated in a position of a
rear wall of the upper storage compartment for passage of
cold air generated from the evaporator, and a cold air supply
device provided in the second insulating partition and having
a path communicating with the opening and the cold air
discharge hole to supply the cold air, having passed through
the opening, into the second storage compartment.

The cold air supply device may include a damper unit to
control the supply of cold air into the path, and the path and
the damper unit may be provided in an insulating case.

The second insulating partition may include an indented
receptacle to receive the case, and the cold air discharge hole
may be provided at a position of the receptacle.

The refrigerator may further include a cover member to
cover an open upper side of the receptacle.

The cold air supply device may be separably coupled to the
second insulating partition.

A coupling structure for coupling of the second insulating
partition may be provided at a position of an inner wall of the
upper storage compartment, and the opening may be located
at the same height as the coupling structure.

The first storage compartment may include an ice-making
chamber defined by an insulating wall, the refrigerator may
further include an ice-making chamber return duct, through
which the cold air generated from the evaporator is returned
after being used to cool the ice-making chamber, and the cold
air used to cool the second storage compartment may be
returned to the evaporator through the ice-making chamber
return duct.

The ice-making chamber return duct may include a cold air
return path defined by an insulating wall to allow the cold air,
used to cool the second storage compartment, to be returned
to the evaporator.

A cold air suction hole communicating with the ice-mak-
ing chamber return duct may be provided at a position of a
rear wall of the second storage compartment, and the refrig-
erator may further include a protruding anti-inlet cap to cover
apart of the cold air suction hole from the upper side thereof.

In accordance with a further aspect, a refrigerator includes
a body having an upper storage compartment and a lower
storage compartment divided from each other by a horizontal
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partition, an insulating partition to divide the upper storage
compartment into an upper first storage compartment and a
lower second storage compartment, the insulating partition
having a cold air discharge hole, a first evaporator provided at
the rear side of the first storage compartment to cool the first
storage compartment, a second evaporator provided at the
rear side of the lower storage compartment to cool the lower
storage compartment, an opening perforated in a position ofa
rear wall of the upper storage compartment for passage of
cold air generated from the second evaporator, and a cold air
supply device received in the insulating partition to supply the
cold air, having passed through the opening, into the second
storage compartment through the cold air discharge hole.

The insulating partition may be separably provided in the
upper storage compartment.

A coupling structure for coupling of the insulating partition
may be provided at a position of an inner wall of the upper
storage compartment, and the opening may be located at the
same height as the coupling structure.

The cold air supply device may be separably coupled to the
insulating partition.

The insulating partition may include an indented recep-
tacle to receive the cold air supply device, and a cover mem-
ber may hermetically cover the receptacle.

The cold air supply device may include an insulating case
having an inlet perforated in one side thereofto communicate
with the opening and an outlet perforated in the other side
thereof with the cold air discharge hole, and a path commu-
nicating with the inlet and the outlet may be defined in the
insulating case.

The cold air supply device may further include a damper
unit to adjust an opening degree of the inlet.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following description of the
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a schematic con-
figuration of a refrigerator according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a cold air flow structure of the
refrigerator according to the embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic sectional view of the refrigerator
according to the embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a partial exploded perspective view of a cold air
supply device to supply cold air into a second storage com-
partment of the refrigerator according to the embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the cold air supply device
according to the embodiment;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of a portion ‘A’ of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a duct structure provided at a
rear surface of the refrigerator according to the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the embodiments,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein like reference numerals refer to like elements
throughout.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating a schematic con-
figuration of a refrigerator according to an embodiment.

Referring to FI1G. 1, the refrigerator of the present embodi-
ment may include a body 10 in which a plurality of storage
compartments is defined, and doors 20 coupled to the body 10
to open or close the plurality of storage compartments respec-
tively.
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The body 10 may include an outer shell 11 defining an
outer appearance of the body 10, an inner shell 12 installed
inside the outer shell 11 to define the plurality of storage
compartments, a foam material 13 filled between the outer
shell 11 and the inner shell 12, and a machine room 14 (see
FIG. 3) in which a plurality of electric parts is received.

The storage compartments may include an upper storage
compartment 40 and a lower storage compartment 70 divided
from each other by a horizontal partition 15. The upper stor-
age compartment 40 may be divided into upper and lower
storage compartments, more particularly, first and second
storage compartments 50 and 60 by means of an insulating
partition 80 separably coupled to the body 10. Hereinafter, the
lower storage compartment 70 is referred to as a third storage
compartment.

The inner shell 12 may be provided at a certain position of
the upper storage compartment 40 with a coupling structure
16 for coupling of the insulating partition 80.

The coupling structure 16 may include a rail-shaped guide
groove 17 indented from an inner wall of the upper storage
compartment 40. The insulating partition 80 may be slidably
inserted into the guide groove 17 so as to be separably coupled
to the upper storage compartment 40.

Although the present embodiment describes the coupling
structure 16 in the form of the guide groove 17, the coupling
structure 16 has no limit in shape so long as it enables cou-
pling of the insulating partition 80. For example, the coupling
structure 16 may take the form of'a guide protrusion, and the
insulating partition 80 may have a guide groove for insertion
of the guide protrusion.

A sealing member 18 may be provided between the guide
groove 17 and the insulating partition 80 to provide a her-
metic seal and thermal insulation between the first storage
compartment 50 and the second storage compartment 60 that
are separated from each other by the insulating partition 80.

With the above described configuration, the first storage
compartment 50, second storage compartment 60 and third
storage compartment 70 may define independent storage
spaces respectively, such that storage temperatures of the
storage compartments may be independently controlled
according to the quantity of cold air supplied into the respec-
tive storage compartments.

Although the present embodiment describes the first stor-
age compartment 50 as serving as a refrigerating compart-
ment, the second storage compartment 60 as serving as a
special fresh compartment, and the third storage compart-
ment as serving as a freezing compartment, the roles of the
respective storage compartments may be changed as neces-
sary.

The doors 20 may include a rotatable door 21 rotatably
coupled to the body 10 to open or close the first storage
compartment 50, and drawer-type doors 22 and 23 slidably
coupled to the body 10 to open or close the second and third
storage compartments 60 and 70 respectively.

The rotatable door 21 may be provided with a dispenser 19
to allow auser to retrieve beverages or ice from the outside of
the body 10.

The first storage compartment 50 may contain an ice-mak-
ing chamber 25 defined in a partial upper region thereof by an
insulating wall 24. An ice-making device 30 may be received
in the ice-making chamber 25.

The ice-making device 30, as illustrated in FIG. 3, may
include an icemaker 31 to make ice, an ice container 32 in
which the ice made by the icemaker 31 is stored, and a transfer
unit 33 to transfer the ice stored in the ice container 32 to the
dispenser 19.
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Hereinafter, a cold air flow structure of the refrigerator
according to the embodiment will be described.

FIG. 2 is aview illustrating the cold air flow structure of the
refrigerator according to the embodiment, and FIG. 3 is a
schematic sectional view of the refrigerator according to the
embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, a first evaporator 51 for cooling
of the first storage compartment 50 may be mounted at the
rear side of the first storage compartment 50, and a second
evaporator 71 for cooling of the third storage compartment 70
may be mounted at the rear side of the third storage compart-
ment 70.

Cold air generated from the first evaporator 51 may be
introduced into the first storage compartment 50 through a
plurality of first discharge holes 52 perforated in a rear wall of
the first storage compartment 50. After being used to cool the
first storage compartment 50, the air may be returned into the
first evaporator 51 through a first suction hole 53 perforated in
a lower position of the rear wall of the first storage compart-
ment 50.

To this end, as illustrated in FIG. 3, a first cold air path 54
may be defined at the rear side of the first storage compart-
ment 50 to communicate with the first discharge holes 52 and
the first suction hole 53.

A first circulating fan 55 may be located in an upper region
of'the first cold air path 54, for circulation of the cold air of the
first storage compartment 50.

Specifically, to circulate the cold air of the first storage
compartment 50, the first circulating fan 55 suctions the air,
used to cool the first storage compartment 50, through the first
suction hole 53, and then, supplies the air, cooled while pass-
ing through the first evaporator 51, into the first storage com-
partment 50 through the plurality of first discharge holes 52.

In this case, the quantity of cold air supplied into the first
storage compartment 50 may be adjusted using a first cold air
adjusting device 56 (see FIG. 2) provided at the rear side of
the first storage compartment 50.

Cold air generated from the second evaporator 71 may be
introduced into the third storage compartment 70 through a
plurality of second discharge holes 72 perforated in a rear
wall of the third storage compartment 70. After being used to
cool the third storage compartment 70, the air may be
returned into the third evaporator 71 through a second suction
hole 73 perforated in a lower position of the rear wall of the
third storage compartment 70.

To this end, as illustrated in FIG. 3, a second cold air path
74 may be defined at the rear side of the third storage com-
partment 70 to communicate with the second discharge holes
72 and the second suction hole 73.

A second circulating fan 75 may be located in an upper
region of the second cold air path 74, for circulation of the
cold air of the third storage compartment 70.

Specifically, to circulate the cold air of the third storage
compartment 70, the second circulating fan 75 suctions the
air, used to cool the third storage compartment 70, through the
second suction hole 73, and then, supplies the air, cooled
while passing through the second evaporator 71, into the third
storage compartment 70 through the plurality of second dis-
charge holes 72.

In this case, the quantity of cold air supplied into the third
storage compartment 70 may be adjusted using a second cold
air adjusting device 76 (see FIG. 2) provided at the rear side
of the third storage compartment 70.

In the meantime, a part of the cold air generated from the
second evaporator 71 may be supplied into the ice-making
chamber 25 and the second storage compartment 60.
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To circulate cold air of the ice-making chamber 25, an
ice-making chamber supply duct 34 and an ice-making cham-
ber return duct 35 may be provided in a rear region of the body
10 between the inner shell 12 and the outer shell 11, to
communicate with the second evaporator 71 and the ice-
making chamber 25.

The ice-making chamber supply duct 34 may communi-
cate, at one end thereof, with a third discharge hole 26 of the
ice-making chamber 25 and, at the other end thereof, with a
space around the second evaporator 71, to define a path
through which the cold air generated from the second evapo-
rator 71 is supplied into the ice-making chamber 25.

The ice-making chamber return duct 35 may communi-
cate, at one end thereof, with a third suction hole 27 of the
ice-making chamber 25 and, at the other end thereof with the
space around the second evaporator 71, to define a cold air
return path 36 through which the air used to cool the ice-
making chamber 25 is returned to the second evaporator 71.

In this case, the circulation of cold air may be realized by a
third circulating fan 38 arranged above the second evaporator
71.

A cold air supply duct 61 may be provided in a rear region
of'the body 10 between the inner shell 12 and the outer shell
11, to communicate with the second evaporator 71 and the
second storage compartment 60 for circulation of cold air of
the second storage compartment 60.

A fourth circulating fan 63 may be arranged at a position
close to the second evaporator 71 to supply cold air into the
cold air supply duct 61.

Once the cold air generated from the second evaporator 71
is supplied into a third cold air path 62 of the cold air supply
duct 61, the cold air may be supplied into the second storage
compartment 60 through a cold air supply device 90 mounted
in a rear region of the insulating partition 80.

To this end, the insulating partition 80 has a cold air dis-
charge hole 81 perforated in a rear lower portion thereof to
introduce the cold air, supplied by the cold air supply device
90, into the second storage compartment 60. The cold air
discharge hole 81 may protrude from a lower surface of the
insulating partition 80 and may communicate with the cold
air supply device 90.

FIG. 4 is a partial exploded perspective view of the cold air
supply device to supply cold air into the second storage com-
partment of the refrigerator according to the embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 4, an opening 41 may be perforated in a
lower position of a rear wall of the upper storage compart-
ment 40 to communicate with the cold air supply duct 61
through which the cold air generated from the second evapo-
rator 71 is supplied into the second storage compartment 60.

The opening 41 may serve to supply the cold air, generated
from the second evaporator 71, into the second storage com-
partment 60 and may communicate with the cold air supply
device 90 mounted in the insulating partition 80 that is sepa-
rably coupled to the upper storage compartment 40.

The opening 41 may be located at the same position as the
guide groove 17 for insertion of the insulating partition 80.
This serves to improve space utilization of the storage com-
partment.

In the case where the insulating partition 80 is mounted in
the guide groove 17 of the upper storage compartment 40 to
divide the upper storage compartment 40 into the upper first
storage compartment 50 and the lower second storage com-
partment 60, a portion of the insulating partition 80 facing the
opening 41 may define a receptacle in which the cold air
supply device 90 is seated and fixed.

The receptacle 82 may be indented from an upper surface
of'the insulating partition 80 to have an open upper side and an
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open rear side facing the opening 41. The receptacle 82 may
be integrally formed with the insulating partition 80, or may
be separately formed and then, be coupled to the insulating
partition 80.

The cold air discharge hole 81 may be perforated in the
bottom of the receptacle 82 to communicate with the second
storage compartment 60.

The cold air discharge hole 81 serves to introduce cold air
into the second storage compartment 60 below the insulating
partition 80, and may be perforated in a position of the bottom
of the receptacle 82.

The cold air discharge hole 81 may be provided with a
blade 84 (see FIG. 2) to guide the flow of cold air introduced
into the second storage compartment 60.

The cold air supply device 90 may be separably coupled
into the receptacle 82 and may serve to adjust the supply of
cold air into the second storage compartment 60 in the course
of transferring the cold air from the opening 41 to the cold air
discharge hole 81.

The cold air supply device 90 has an outer contour corre-
sponding to the contour of the receptacle 82. Once the cold air
supply device 90 is seated and fixed in the receptacle 82, an
upper surface of the cold air supply device 90 may define the
same plane as, or may protrude from the upper surface of the
insulating partition 80.

A cover member 85 may be provided to hermetically cover
the open upper side of the receptacle 82 after the cold air
supply device 90 is seated in the receptacle 82.

With the above described configuration, the cold air supply
device 90 used to supply cold air into the second storage
compartment 60 may be easily installed even after the insu-
lating partition 80 is mounted in the storage compartment,
and also, may assure effective supply of cold air into the
second storage compartment 60 with a simplified configura-
tion.

Further, the cold air supply device 90 may assure easy
repair or exchange thereof by enabling the user to easily
access the same from the front side of the storage compart-
ment, thus providing enhanced installation convenience
thereof.

Furthermore, in the case where the cold air supply device
90 is mounted in the insulating partition 80, it may be possible
to reduce a space for installation of a motor or fan, resulting in
enhanced interior space utilization of the refrigerator. In this
case, it may be unnecessary to secure an installation height of
a duct even if the storage compartment has a low height, and
this may be advantageous to further overcome a limit in an
installation space.

Although the present embodiment describes the insulating
partition 80 as being separably coupled to the upper storage
compartment 40, the insulating partition 80 may be integrally
formed with the body 10. Even in this case, of course, the
receptacle 82 may be integrally formed with the insulating
partition 80.

The receptacle 82 has no limit in shape so long as it allows
the cold air supply device 90 to be received in the insulating
partition 80. For example, the receptacle 82 may have a
drawer shape such that the cold air supply device 90 may be
slidably put into or pulled out of the receptacle 82. In this
case, of course, the insulating partition 80 may be separably
provided.

Hereinafter, the cold air supply device according to the
embodiment of the present invention will be described in
more detail.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the cold air supply device
according to the embodiment, FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of a
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portion ‘A’ of FIG. 3, and FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a duct
structure provided at a rear surface of the refrigerator accord-
ing to the embodiment.

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, the cold air supply device 90
may include a case 91 defining an outer appearance of the
cold air supply device 90, a path 94 defined in the case 91 for
the flow of cold air, and a damper unit 95 to adjust the flow rate
of cold air in the path 94.

The case 91 may be made of an insulating material to
prevent loss of cold air, such as Styrofoam, and may have a
shape corresponding to that of the receptacle 82 defined in the
insulating partition 80 so as to be seated in the receptacle 82.

The case 91 is provided at one side thereof with an inlet 92
through which cold air is introduced into the path 94, and at
the other side thereof facing the cold air discharge hole 81
with an outlet 83 through which the cold air is discharged
from the path 94.

Once the case 91 is seated in the receptacle 82, the inlet 92
communicates with the opening 41 perforated in the rear wall
of the upper storage compartment 40, and the outlet 93 com-
municates with the cold air discharge hole 81 perforated in the
bottom of the receptacle 82.

Specifically, the path 94 for the flow of cold air is defined
between the inlet 92 and the outlet 93 to communicate with
the second evaporator 71 and the second storage compart-
ment 60 through the inlet 92 and the outlet 93.

Although the present embodiment describes the cold air
discharge hole 81 as being perforated in the bottom of the
receptacle 82, the outlet 93 of the cold air supply device 90
may function as the cold air discharge hole 81.

The damper unit 95 may be provided in the case 91 to adjust
the flow rate of cold air in the path 94. Specifically, the damper
unit 95 serves to adjust the flow rate of cold air moved from
the second evaporator 71 into the path 94 through the opening
41 according to an opening degree of the inlet 92. The damper
unit 95 may include a drive 96 and a rotating plate 98 driven
by the drive 96 to open or close the inlet 92.

The rotating plate 98 may have a rectangular shape corre-
sponding to the shape of the inlet 92, and may be coupled to
a rotating shaft 97 of the drive 96 so as to be rotated to an
opening position according to a storage temperature of the
second storage compartment 60.

The drive 96 may be selected from various ones that pro-
vide power required to rotate the rotating plate 98, and con-
ventionally, may include, e.g., a motor or gears that transmit
rotating power of the motor.

A heat wire 99 may be provided around the inlet 92 that is
opened or closed by the damper unit 95 and may serve to
prevent frosting or dew condensation due to a temperature
difference of cold air.

Although the present embodiment describes the damper
unit 95 provided in the case 91 of the cold air supply device 90
to adjust the flow rate of cold air by way of example, the flow
rate of cold air may be adjusted using a pan instead of the
damper unit 95.

In one alternative embodiment, the cold air supply device
90 may contain only the path 94 inside the case 91 without the
damper unit 95 or the pan. In this case, the damper unit 95 or
the pan may be provided at the rear side of the storage com-
partment. In another alternative embodiment, both the
damper unit 95 and the pan may be provided in the case 91.

With the above described configuration, the cold air gen-
erated from the second evaporator 71 is supplied into the cold
air supply duct 61 via operation of the fourth circulating fan
63 (see FIG. 3) and thereafter, is introduced into the case 91
through the inlet 92 communicating with the opening 41.
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In this case, the damper unit 95 may adjust the flow rate of
cold air introduced into the path 94 by adjusting the opening
degree of the inlet 92. The cold air introduced into the path 94
is discharged into the second storage compartment 60
through the cold air discharge hole 81 communicating with
the outlet 93, thereby serving to cool the second storage
compartment 60.

Then, the air used to cool the second storage compartment
60 is returned to the second evaporator 71. To this end, as
illustrated in FIG. 4, cold air suction holes 64 and 65 for
suction of the cold air of the second storage compartment 60
may be formed at opposite lateral positions of a rear wall of
the second storage compartment 60 below the insulating par-
tition 80.

Anti-inlet caps 66 may be provided above the cold air
suction holes 64 and 65 to cover a part of the respective cold
air suction holes 64 and 65.

The anti-inlet caps 66 serve to prevent the cold air, intro-
duced into the second storage compartment 60 through the
cold air discharge hole 81, from directly entering the cold air
suction holes 64 and 65 rather than being used to cool the
second storage compartment 60, thereby enhancing cooling
efficiency of the second storage compartment 60.

Specifically, the anti-inlet caps 66 cover the upper side of
the cold air suction holes 64 and 65 such that cold air having
a relatively high temperature below the cold air suction holes
64 and 65 is suctioned into the cold air suction holes 64 and
65.

Once the air used to cool the second storage compartment
60 is suctioned through the cold air suction holes 64 and 65,
the suctioned air is returned to the second evaporator 71.

To this end, as illustrated in FIG. 7, a cold air return duct 67
may be provided at a position of a rear surface of the inner
shell 12 to communicate at one end thereof with the cold air
suction hole 64 and at the other end thereof with the second
evaporator 71.

The cold air suction hole 65 may be arranged close to the
ice-making chamber return duct 35 through which the cold air
used to cool the ice-making chamber 25 is returned, to allow
the cold air of the second storage compartment 60 to be
returned to the second evaporator 71 through the ice-making
chamber return duct 35. This serves not only to enhance space
utilization owing to a reduced duct installation space, but also
to increase installation convenience.

To this end, a cold air return path 37 may be provided in the
ice-making chamber return duct 35 to communicate at one
end thereof with the cold air suction hole 65 and at the other
end thereof with the second evaporator 71.

The cold air return path 37 may be separated from the
ice-making chamber return path 36, through which the cold
air used to cool the ice-making chamber 25 is returned, by
means of an insulating wall 39.

The insulating wall 39 may serve to prevent frosting or dew
condensation due to a temperature difference between the
cold air of the ice-making chamber return path 36 moved
from the ice-making chamber 25 and the cold air of the cold
air return path 37 moved from the second storage compart-
ment 60.

As is apparent from the above description, a refrigerator
according to an embodiment of the present invention may
achieve enhanced interior volume efficiency.

Further, the refrigerator may achieve enhanced manufac-
turing efficiency and productivity owing to a simplified cold
air flow structure thereof.

Although a few embodiments have been shown and
described, it would be appreciated by those skilled in the art
that changes may be made in these embodiments without
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departing from the principles and spirit of the invention, the
scope of which is defined in the claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A refrigerator comprising:

a body including an outer shell and inner shell defining a
first insulating partition to provide a refrigerator storage
compartment and a freezing storage compartment
divided from each other by the first insulating partition;

a second insulating partition to divide the refrigerator stor-
age compartment into a first refrigerator storage com-
partment and a second refrigerator storage compart-
ment, the second insulating partition having a cold air
discharge hole perforated in a position of the second
insulating partition;

a first evaporator provided to supply cold air into the first
refrigerator storage compartment;

a second evaporator provided to supply cold air into the
freezing storage compartment; and

a cold air supply device coupled to an upper surface of a
rear portion of the second insulating partition to supply
the cold air to be slanted downward, from the second
evaporator, to the second refrigerator storage compart-
ment below the cold air supply device,

wherein the first insulating partition is pre-formed together
with the inner shell of the body,

wherein the second insulating partition is formed indepen-
dently from the inner shell and separately attached to a
guide groove formed in the inner shell of the body before
an insulation foam filling stage to fill space between the
outer shell and the inner shell with a foam material, and

wherein at least a portion of the cold air supply device is
mounted inside the rear portion of the second insulating
partition and the cold air supply device is disposed
between the rear portion of the second insulating parti-
tion and a rear wall of the refrigerator storage compart-
ment.

2. The refrigerator according to claim 1, wherein the cold
air supply device includes a damper unit to control the supply
of cold air into a path, and the path and the damper unit are
provided in an insulating case.

3. The refrigerator according to claim 2, wherein the sec-
ond insulating partition includes an indented receptacle on
the upper surface of the second insulating partition to receive
the cold air supply device, and the cold air discharge hole is
provided at a position of the indented receptacle.

4. The refrigerator according to claim 3, further comprising
acover member to cover an open upper side of the receptacle.

5. The refrigerator according to claim 1, wherein the cold
air supply device is separably coupled to the second insulat-
ing partition.

6. The refrigerator according to claim 1,

wherein one or more of the first refrigerator storage com-
partment and the second refrigerator storage compart-
ment includes an ice-making chamber defined by an
insulating wall.

7. A refrigerator comprising:

a body including an outer shell and inner shell defining a
first insulating partition to provide a refrigerator storage
compartment and a freezing storage compartment
divided from each other by the first insulating partition;

a second insulating partition to divide the refrigerator stor-
age compartment into a first refrigerator storage com-
partment and a second refrigerator storage compart-
ment, the second insulating partition having a cold air
discharge hole perforated in a position thereof;

a first evaporator provided to supply cold air into the first
refrigerator storage compartment;
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a second evaporator provided to supply cold air into the
freezing storage compartment; and

a cold air supply passageway provided in the second insu-
lating partition to supply the cold air, from the second
evaporator, to the second refrigerator storage compart-
ment,

wherein the first insulating partition is pre-formed together
with the inner shell of the body,

wherein the second insulating partition is formed indepen-
dently from the inner shell and separately attached to a
guide groove formed in the inner shell of the body before
an insulation foam filling stage to fill space between the
outer shell and the inner shell with a foam material,

wherein the first refrigerator storage compartment includes
an ice-making chamber defined by an insulating wall,

wherein the refrigerator further comprises an ice-making
chamber return duct, through which the cold air gener-
ated from the second evaporator is returned after being
used to cool the ice-making chamber, and

wherein the cold air used to cool the second refrigerator
storage compartment is returned to the second evapora-
tor through the ice-making chamber return duct.

8. The refrigerator according to claim 7, wherein the ice-
making chamber return duct includes a cold air return path
defined by an insulating wall to allow the cold air, used to cool
the second refrigerator storage compartment, to be returned to
the evaporator.

9. A refrigerator comprising:

a body including an outer shell and inner shell defining a
horizontal partition to provide a refrigerator storage
compartment and a freezing storage compartment
divided from each other by the horizontal partition;

an insulating partition to divide the refrigerator storage
compartment into a first refrigerator storage compart-
ment and a second refrigerator storage compartment, the
insulating partition having a cold air discharge hole;

afirst evaporator provided at the rear side of the first refrig-
erator storage compartment to cool the first refrigerator
storage compartment;

asecond evaporator provided at the rear side of the freezing
storage compartment to cool the freezing storage com-
partment;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

12

a cold air supply device coupled to an upper surface of a
rear portion of the insulating partition to supply the cold
air to be slanted downward, from the second evaporator,
to the second refrigerator storage compartment below
the cold air supply device,

wherein the horizontal partition is pre-formed together
with the inner shell of the body,

wherein the insulating partition is formed independently
from the inner shell and separately attached to a guide
groove formed in the inner shell of the body before an
insulation foam filling stage to fill space between the
outer shell and the inner shell with a foam material, and

wherein at least a portion of the cold air supply device is
mounted inside the rear portion of the insulating parti-
tion and the cold air supply device is disposed between
the rear portion of the insulating partition and a rear wall
of the refrigerator storage compartment.

10. The refrigerator according to claim 9, wherein the
insulating partition is separably provided in the refrigerator
storage compartment.

11. The refrigerator according to claim 10, wherein the
insulating partition includes an indented receptacle on the
upper surface of the insulating partition to receive the cold air
supply device, and a cover member hermetically covers the
receptacle.

12. The refrigerator according to claim 9, wherein the cold
air supply device is separably coupled to the insulating par-
tition.

13. The refrigerator according to claim 9, wherein the cold
air supply device includes an insulating case having an inlet
perforated in one side of the insulating case to communicate
with an opening and an outlet perforated in the other side of
the insulating case with the cold air discharge hole, and a path
communicating with the inlet and the outlet is defined in the
insulating case.

14. The refrigerator according to claim 13, wherein the
cold air supply device further includes a damper unit to adjust
an opening degree of the inlet.
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